
Refugee Status and Resettlements!
On September 22, one of our African clients was granted refugee status. Many thanks to Judith Siu Ragless,

Shearman & Sterling (in particular, Zina Al-Askari, Su-Ann Cheah, Fei Kwok, Paul Strecker and Yang Su), and Lindsay
Ernst for their representation on that case.

In October, one of our South Asian clients who was recognized as a refugee in December 2008 was successfully
resettled in Canada.

On November 11, another of our African clients was granted refugee status. Johime Lee provided full
representation to this client.

Congratulations to our three clients and their caseworkers and lawyers who worked so diligently on their cases.

Correction:
HKRAC would like to take the opportunity to correct and clarify the "Refugee Status and Resettlements" section
from our September Newsletter. The two clients granted refugee status were from South Asia not Africa. One was
represented by HKRAC caseworker Allan Bell and Linklaters attorneys Kevin Marr and Simon Tang; the second was
represented by caseworkers David Bishop, Cora Ang, and John Cartwright.

DEAR FRIENDS, VOLUNTEERS, and SUPPORTERS of HKRAC,

Much has been happening at HKRAC and we hope that you will take a few minutes to read our 
Newsletter.  Have a happy and safe holiday season!

IYw!/Ωǎ 5hbhw 5wL±9 ςΨ¢ƛǎthe Season for Giving
In June 2009, HKRAC kicked off its first individual Donor Drive to much success. The Donor Drive is an ongoing
effort that is important to the sustainability and viability of the organization, and will allow HKRAC to continue to
provide legal representation to refugees and their families. We would like to acknowledge the following Donors for
their generous contributions and continued support: Echo Chu, Lee Chu, Sajjad A. Khan, Amy & Michael
McDonough,AnuradhaMeiyappan, Martin E. Schmidt,Tamil CulturalAssociation,CarmenYeung, Faith Yeung,
andAaronYu.

During the holidays, families gather and give thanks for their health, prosperity and peace. However, many
refugees and asylum-seekers are separated from their families and are hoping that they will soon be granted
refugee status and resettled to another country. Please consider making a donation to HKRAC towards saving the
life of a refugee and their family. For more information, please see the attached Donor Drive documents or visit
our website at www.hkrac.org. Donations of HK$100 or more may be tax deductible. Please check to see if your
employer offers an EmployerMatch Program.

Thanks also go to AmyMcDonough,LindsayErnstandBeauPeepBoutiquewho organized a shoe party benefiting
HKRAC. Initiatives such as these help keep our doors open! Thank you so much!

Congratulationsé
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Community Advice Bureau (CAB) 2009 Charity Christmas Card and Handicraft Fair!
On 16-17 November, HKRAC participated in the Community Advice .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ2009 Charity Christmas Card and
Handicraft Fair at St. WƻƘƴΩǎCathedral. HKRAC supporters donated delicious baked goods, beautiful handmade cards
(thanks to Heidi Shrimpton who donated a percentage of the sales of her handmade cards), stunning handmade
jewelry (thanks to Jhoie McNally who donated all the proceeds from the sale of her jewelry), and CDs by singer and
songwriter Helen Mottee. Numerous volunteers and staff members helped sell during the two-day Fair. HKRAC raised
a total of HK$3,497.30 and could not have done so without the help and hard work of everyone who contributed to
making the sale a successful one.

Thank you very much to the following individuals and organizations for helping to make our first fundraising bake sale
a successful one: Raquel Amador, Brian Barbour, Mari Boman, Christine Brueschke, Janet Cho, Paola and Luca Cico,
Eileen Clarke, Sarah Dyer Dana, Celine Dermine, Foodlink Foundation Ltd., Great Food Hall, HKIS Lower Primary
School students and parents, HKIS Humanities I in Action classes taught by Mr. James and Mr. Kersten, Alan James of
HKIS, Mike Kersten of HKIS, Jocelyn Lala-an, David S. Lee, Eunjoo Lee and her friends at HKIS, Johime Lee, Christine
Lin, Celeste Luk, Jhoie McNally, Helen Mottee, Gwen Rehnborg, Sai Kung Beavers, Marty Schmidt of HKIS, Heidi
Shrimpton, Amy Spinelli, Melissa Strecker, Tiffany Sturman and the staff at Vision First, and the HKRAC Development
Committee members.

Left: Brian Barbour and Jocelyn
Lala-an standing by IYw!/Ωǎ
table at the CAB Fair.

APCRR2 Conference in Bangkok
From 6-10 October, over 100 individuals representing 20 countries and more than 70 organizations met at the 2nd
Asia Pacific Conference on Refugee Rights (APCRR2), a program organized by the Asian Forum for Human Rights
and Development (Forum Asia) that was held in Bangkok, Thailand. A key outcome of last ȅŜŀǊΩǎconference was
the establishment of the Asia Pacific Refugee Rights Network (APRRN), a network of civil society organizations and
individuals committed to advancing the rights of refugees in the Asia Pacific Region through information sharing,
mutual capacity building and joint advocacy. This year, APRRN met to achieve several goals: develop strategies for
future joint advocacy; strengthen the ability of member organizations to respond effectively to refugee protection
gaps; and discuss and approve structures, processes and procedures for the Network, including formalizing
membership. During the Pre-Conference Seminars and Meetings, HKRAC organized a roundtable titled ά¦bI/w
and Refugee Status 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέwhich provided an opportunity for NGOs working in the area of refugee legal
aid to discuss issues and challenges that they each face working with UNHCR and RSD procedures. Furthermore,
during the conference, Brian Barbour, IYw!/ΩǎExecutive Director, was elected Chair of the East Asia Working
Group and therefore also sits on the APRRN Steering Committee. Christine Lin, IYw!/ΩǎDirector of Casework, was
elected Deputy Chair of the Legal Aid and Advocacy Working Group and will be working closely with Barbara
Harrell-Bond who was elected as the Chair. Congratulations Brian and Christine!

Right: The HKRAC Team at the APCRR2
Conference (from left to right:
Christine Lin, Jean Hee Cho, Brian
Barbour, Johime Lee).

HKRAC Awarded Pearson Community Award
Great news! HKRAC was selected to receive the "Pearson Community Award" by Pearson International. This award is
accompanied by a US$2,500 cash prize (roughly HK$19,000). Many thanks go to NatashaKhanwho applied for this
award on our behalf. This award will be announced by Pearson in its newsletter and will be online.



ÉOCTOBER SOCIAL EVENT

For our October Social Night, our law firm partner Freshfields
Bruckhaus Deringer was kind enough to lend us their junk for the
event. The good autumn weather combined with fortuitous
timing with the Hong Kong Light Show made cruising around
Victoria Harbour a memorable night. Many thanks go out to all
our caseworkers and the participants from Linklaters, HKU and
Christian Action who came out for the night. And who could
forget Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer? In particular, a special
thanks to Thai MacDonald and Roland Yau for helping to
coordinate the evening.

ÇHKRAC Seeks Full-Time Volunteer Casework Summer Interns

HRKAC is seeking law students or recent law graduates for full-time volunteer casework internships from May to
August 2010. Interns will be involved in all aspects of our client assistance, including staffing our client drop-in
hours, taking client statements, researching country of origin documents and case law, helping prepare legal
representations, providing general advice about asylum procedures, and attending UNHCR interviews. Interested
candidates should send a letter of interest, CV, and writing sample to Christine Lin, Director of Casework
at clin@hkrac.org by February1, 2010.

ÇDevelopment Committee Meeting

The next Development Committee will take place in mid-January 2010. Please feel free to invite others who may
be interested in volunteering with the HKRAC. We look forward to catching up with everyone! For more
information, please contact Jean Hee Cho at jcho@hkrac.org

Shearman & Sterling LLP
Sterling Conference Room
12/F, Gloucester Tower
The Landmark
15 Queen's Road Central 

Op po r t u n i t i es . . .

ÇHKRAC Seeks Volunteer Interpreters
HKRAC is in immediate need of interpreters in Bangla, Farsi, Pashto, and Sinhalese. We also seek interpreters in
Arabic, Amharic, Hindi, Indonesian/ Bahasa, Nepalese, Punjabi, Somali, Tigrinya, Tamil, and Urdu.

Interpreters must possess the following qualifications:
ÅOral fluency in both English and the language of interpretation
ÅSensitivity towards working with asylum-seekers and victims of trauma and torture
ÅAbility to interpret in an impartial manner
ÅAbility to maintain all interpretations confidential
ÅAvailability on weekdays between 9:00 amς6:00 pm
ÅProof of work authorization in Hong Kong

Remuneration of $50HKD per hour is available. Please send your statement of interest and CV to Christine Lin at
clin@hkrac.org.
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*Welcome to New Staff*
AndrewLillis joined HKRAC as its Refugee Advisor at
the beginning of December. We would like to
welcome Andrew and introduce him to our
supporters. Andrew Lillis first worked with the
HKRAC as a volunteer caseworker in the summer of
2007. Beginning in April 2008, he served as a
Foreign Legal Counselor in Beijing at Lehman, Lee &
Xu. While in China, Andrew took the initiative to
approach UNHCR in Beijing, and after negotiating
the procedural framework for legal representatives,
he provided representation to asylum-seekers
approaching the refugee status determination
process in the PRC. Andrew received a Bachelor of
Civil Law from the University College Dublin, and an
LLM from the University of Hong Kong. He has also
worked with the Ministry of Education in New
Zealand, and the Ministry of Communications,
Aviation, and Meteorology in the Solomon Islands.
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Warm Wishes,
The HKRAC Team

Thank you for your continued interest in and commitment to HKRAC.  We 
look forward to seeing you in the office and at our upcoming events.

*Farewell to JohimeLee*
JohimeLeeserved the HKRAC as its Refugee
Advisor from September 2008 to November
2009. Even prior to his employment with
HKRAC, he worked with HKRAC as a volunteer
caseworker. Johime wore several hats in our
office including: Refugee Advisor, Social
Secretary, IT Support Staff, Intake Officer, and
the list goes on. Johime was an invaluable
member of our HKRAC family providing advice
to countless refugees and asylum-
seekers. Some of his contributions to HKRAC
include: a draft Referrals Guide, draft HKRAC
Handbook of Operating Procedures, support
to the Client Complaint Mechanism
mediators, regular outreach to other refugee
serving agencies, regular outreach to asylum-
seekers through information sessions, and
training and supervision of volunteer
caseworkers and interns. Last but not least,
Johime will be forever remembered for his
assistance to several clients whose lives have
been changed after being granted refugee
status and resettlement. Our heartfelt thanks
go to Johime for his commitment and
contributions over the past year and a
half. We wish him every success in his future
endeavors and will miss him very much.

Hong Kong Refugee Advice 
Centre Ltd.

G/F, Room 2, 
2 Jordan Road, 

Kowloon, HK 
Tel: +852 3109 7359
Fax: +852 3422 3019

www.hkrac.org

The Newest Edition to the 
Ernst Family 

Congratulations to Lindsay, Graham and Fred Ernst
on the newest addition to their family. Gus Ernst
was born on 15 October at 1:30 p.m.
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