	Dear Volunteers, Supporters and Friends of the Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre,
 
Happy Summer-time!  We write to share our latest news & updates.
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
 
1.         TRAINING for new Refugee Caseworkers – 12 to 13 September 2009
 
2.                  CARING COOKING COMPETITION – 12 July 2009
 
3.                  GOLDMAN SACHS Event – 28 July 2009
 
4.                  OPPORTUNITIES for interns and volunteers
 
 
NEWS
 
5.         CONGRATULATIONS – Successful refugee cases and other great news!
 
6.         HKRAC’s NEW WEBSITE has launched
 
7.         ACCOLADES for HKRAC –
 
a.         Clinton Global Initiative technology grant
b.         Asian Charity Services management consultancy
 
8.         LAW SCHOOL INITIATIVES with Chinese University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong University
 
9.                  WORLD REFUGEE DAY – Crossroads’ Refugee Run
 
10.              HKRAC’s DONOR DRIVE
 
11.              NEW STAFF
 
12.              HKRAC in the NEWS
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
 
1.         TRAINING for new Refugee Caseworkers
 
Thank you to Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer for generously hosting our recent caseworker training weekend on 9-10 May.  Our next training session is scheduled for 12-13 September 2009.  Those interested in attending should send their CV and statement of interest to Lindsay Ernst at lernst@hkrac.org before 1 September.
 
Caseworker training weekends are designed to prepare volunteers to represent asylum-seekers filing for Refugee Status Determination before the UNHCR in Hong Kong.  Training is a mandatory requirement for volunteers who help HKRAC provide legal aid services to refugees.  Eligible volunteers are lawyers or non-lawyers with at least 6 months of relevant experience.  Please note that we kindly request that volunteers commit to 5-10 hours per week over a 6 month term, although this commitment is waived for lawyers from our partnering law firms.
 
 
2.         CARING COOKING COMPETITION 
 
The Solicitors Care & Share Community Programme of the Law Society of Hong Kong is sponsoring a fundraising cooking competition on 12 July 2009.  Our very own Executive Director, Brian Barbour, will be competing on a team of four individuals consisting of Jade Siu (HKRAC Summer Intern) and two attorneys from Richards Butler in Association with Reed Smith LLP.  
 
Come and cheer on HKRAC’s team as they strive to prepare the best dishes!
 
Date:   12 July 2009  
Time:  1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Venue: Towngas Cooking Centre 
Basement, Leighton Centre,
77 Leighton Road, Causeway Bay
 
 
3.         GOLDMAN SACHS Event
 
Goldman Sachs has selected HKRAC to participate in Community TeamWorks (“CTW”) 2009!  The event will take place on 28 July 2009.  The closed event will focus on ways HKRAC can improve its visibility, marketing, and fundraising capability.  HKRAC will present strategic issues and challenges and show a documentary highlighting the challenges involved in refugee legal aid.  CTW volunteers will also interview HKRAC caseworkers to download their experiences working with refugees, in order to help preserve the history and give HKRAC a body of experience to draw on when creating educational and marketing materials. 
 
         
4.                 OPPORTUNITIES for interns and volunteers
 
HKRAC seeks volunteers interested in fundraising or development work.  This is a fantastic opportunity for non-lawyers, such as people with marketing, fundraising, communications, IT, bookkeeping and HR expertise.  Those interested should send their CV and statement of interest to Brian Barbour at bbarbour@hkrac.org.
 
Volunteers interested in refugee casework and/or screening potential clients during our intake hours, should contact Sanjula Weerasinghe at sweerasinghe@hkrac.org.  Intake hours take place every Wednesday and Thursday from 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm.
 
HKRAC seeks volunteer interpreters for the following languages:
    * Arabic
    * Amharic
    * Bangla
    * French
    * Hindi
    * Indonesian/ Bahasa
    * Nepalese
    * Pashto
    * Punjabi
    * Sinhalese
    * Somali
    * Swahili
    * Tigrinya
    * Tamil
    * Urdu
 
Volunteers generally commit approximately 2-3 hours per week during a 4-8 week period.  HKRAC always endeavors to accommodate our interpreter’s availability when scheduling client meetings. 
 
Please refer any potential interpreters to us, since our ability to service our vulnerable refugee clients depends entirely upon our ability to communicate effectively with them.  Those interested should contact Asif Iqbal at aiqbal@hkrac.org, or call us at 3109 7359.
 
 
NEWS
 
5.         CONGRATULATIONS – Refugee status and resettlements
 
Three HKRAC clients were granted refugee status recently!  Congratulations to Natasha Khan, Melanie Wilson and the lawyers at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and Latham and Watkins LLP who devoted countless hours to representing these three young men from Africa.  The young men were granted asylum based variously on their political opinion, ethnicity and membership of a particular social group.
 
Since our last newsletter, we are pleased to announce the successful resettlement of two clients, with two more to be resettled shortly.  True to our mission and thanks to our dedicated staff and volunteers, some of the most vulnerable people in Hong Kong are getting a second chance at life.
 
Lastly, congratulations are due to Raquel Amador and Geoff Wheeler, who are the proud parents of Anna Wheeler.  Welcome to the world, little Anna.  You’re HKRAC’s youngest supporter!
 
 
6.         NEW WEBSITE LAUNCH
 
We are proud to announce that HKRAC has a fresh new face online!  Check it out at www.hkrac.org.  A BIG THANK YOU to Peter Zhou and Lisa Lee for making this a reality.
 
 
7.         ACCOLADES for HKRAC
 
a.         Clinton Global Initiative (“CGI”) Technology Grant
HKRAC was selected to attend an NGO workshop jointly hosted by Google and the CGI Conference in Asia.  The workshop focused on building connections, leveraging technology, developing a pitch, and enhancing online presence.  Following the workshop, HKRAC was competitively selected by CGI to receive a significant technology grant of laptops, computer monitors, blackberries and printers.  This technology grant has made an enormous difference in our day-to-day operations, for which we are deeply thankful.
 
b.         Asian Charity Services (ACS) Charity Workshops
HKRAC was also competitively selected by ACS to receive free personalized management consulting services this past Spring.  With the help of volunteer business consultants, marketing experts and investment bankers, HKRAC developed a practical business plan, and long-term fundraising and development strategies.  Thanks to ACS and its dedicated volunteers, we are now ready to help more refugees!
 
 
8.         Law School Initiatives
 
Another groundbreaking accomplishment for HKRAC!  Unique in Hong Kong, HKRAC has formed legal internships with the law faculties of Chinese University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong University.  Two students from each law school attended the training session this May and commenced their internship with HKRAC this summer, gaining practical real-life experience in client representation.
 
 
9.         World Refugee Day:  20 June 2009
 
HKRAC celebrated World Refugee Day by holding a Refugee Run at Crossroads on 20 June 2009.  The Refugee Run simulates the types of experiences that refugees face on a daily basis as they struggle to survive in refugee camps.  
 
HKRAC will be coordinating another Refugee Run sometime in the Fall, so please try and attend!  It is truly an unforgettable experience.  
 
Many thanks to Crossroads for allowing us to take part in the Refugee Run on World Refugee Day!
 
 
10.      HKRAC’s DONOR DRIVE
 
HKRAC is holding a donor drive to raise funds for our operations in 2010.  Our doors will remain open to the vulnerable refugees only if we have adequate funds, so please consider making a donation to HKRAC.  For more information, please see the attached donor drive documents or visit our website at www.hkrac.org.
 
 
11.      Staff Updates
 
Raquel Amador will not return to HKRAC as the Director of Casework.  She remains involved in an advisory role, and is committed to HKRAC’s success and future.  
 
Sanjula Weerasinghe, HKRAC’s Acting Director of Casework, will be leaving Hong Kong in August to continue her studies in the United States.
     
Welcome to New Staff 
Christine Louise Lin will join HKRAC in the Fall as the new Director of Casework.
Christine has extensive litigation experience as an immigration lawyer in the United States.  She received her Juris Doctor from American University in Washington D.C., and a Master’s from Columbia University focusing on human rights and development.  For the past two years she has represented asylum-seekers at the Law Office of Robert B. Jobe in San Francisco.  Prior to that, she worked as a Judicial Law Clerk/Attorney Advisor with the U.S. Department of Justice, Executive Office for Immigration Review at the Los Angeles Immigration Court.  She has researched and written numerous decisions and memoranda on immigration issues, has regularly appeared for hearings before various federal immigration courts and has argued a case before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
 
Asif Iqbal has joined HKRAC as the volunteer Interpreter Coordinator.  Asif was trained in community interpretation for refugee legal aid.  He is an Urdu and Punjabi interpreter, and also trains our new interpreters.  He is studying for a BSc in Business & Management at Bradford Business School in Hong Kong.  Previously, Asif worked in the UK with NGOs focused on youth and issues of the Asian community, and currently does some freelance work with businesses in England and China.
 
Lindsay Ernst has joined HKRAC as a volunteer Refugee Advisor.  Lindsay is a New York bar qualified attorney.  Prior to moving to Hong Kong, Lindsay was a Skadden Fellow with the Juvenile Rights Division of the Legal Aid Society of New York City.  Lindsay received her Juris Doctor from Fordham Law School where she focused on children’s rights and international human rights. 
 
Jean Hee (“Jeannie”) Cho has joined HKRAC as the Co-Director of Development.  Jeannie is a New York bar qualified attorney.  Prior to moving to Hong Kong, Jeannie was a law clerk to the Honorable Marilyn D. Go, United States Magistrate Judge in the Eastern District of New York.  Jeannie received her Juris Doctor from Brooklyn Law School, her Master of Public Health in Health Policy and Administration from Yale University and her Bachelor of Arts from Cornell University.
 
 
12.    HKRAC in the NEWS
 
HKRAC’s good work continues to gain support and attention!  Please see the three attached articles to read the buzz.  Also, click on the following link to hear Radio3 (RTHK) discussing the plight of refugee-seekers in Hong Kong and the role of HKRAC: http://www.rthk.org.hk/rthk/radio3/backchat/20081126.html.
 
Thank you for your continued interest in and commitment to HKRAC.  We look forward to seeing you in the office and at our upcoming events.
 
Warm Wishes,
 
Brian, Sanjula, Melissa, Johime, Asif, Lindsay, Jeannie & Jocelyn (The HKRAC Team)
 


	




