Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre Newsletter June 2008

Dear Volunteer Lawyers, Caseworkers, Interns, Interpreters, and Friends of the RAC,

You may have wondered where we went, given the delay since our last (somewhat) monthly newsletter in February. We've been busy on many fronts, so we write to send warm greetings and bring you up to date!

NEWS

1.  Refugee Casework Update

2.  Training Weekend for New Volunteer Caseworkers July 21-22 at HKU

3.  World Refugee Day Lunch Event with Emily Lau - Tuesday June 17th 

4.  Training in Community Interpretation for the Refugee Context

5.  Fundraising Update - New HKRAC Partners & July 1st Funding Deadline

6.  Access to Client Interviews - UNHCR Guidelines for Legal Representatives

7.  Call for In-kind Donations 

8.  Summer Interns

1.  Refugee Casework Update

We submitted 10 cases since our last newsletter and are currently working on several more, to be submitted by the end of July. We continue to attend UNHCR interviews (described below) which gives us great insight into the RSD process. Our drop-in sessions continue apace and many thanks to Jane for coming in every Wednesday afternoon and to Jennifer and Amy who are helping with intake statements. If you have availability to help with drop-ins or intakes, please contact Raquel.  

2.  Intensive Training Weekend for New Volunteer Caseworkers July 21-22 at HKU

Please see the attached notice of our intensive training weekend in refugee law and representation for RAC caseworkers, Saturday June 21 - Sunday June 22 at Hong Kong University. Please note the deadline for registration is Friday June 13th.

3. World Refugee Day Lunch Event with Emily Lau - Tuesday June 17th 

Mark your calendars for the Refugee Advice Centre's lunch event to mark World Refugee Day. WRD is June 20th, but because that starts our training weekend we will kick things off early on Tuesday, June 17th:

Reflections from Former Vietnamese Refugees

Hon. Emily Lau Moderating

Tuesday, June 17th

Venue TBC

12noon - 2pm

Individual Tickets: $300 (includes lunch)

Proceeds to benefit the Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre

You will receive an invite by email over the next few days. Please visit our website over the next few days as well to see other events taking place in Hong Kong to mark World Refugee Day!

4.  Training in Community Interpretation for the Refugee Context

We are in the planning stages for a Training of Community Interpreters for the Refugee Context in June. Alice Johnson from the American University of Cairo will be teaching the course thanks to a donation from the Marden Foundation. The AUC has developed one of the world's only accredited courses in community interpreting, which is a crucial skill for our work. Please let us know if you or your friends are interested in participating in this course. Fluency in English and one of the RAC client key languages is essential. Please contact either of us for further information. 

5.  Fundraising Update - New HKRAC Partners & July 1st Funding Deadline

We are delighted to introduce two new RAC partners, the law firms of Linklaters and Latham & Watkins, which have made major contributions towards the HKD 500,000 we need to raise in order for the Kadoorie Charitable Foundation to release its funds. 

As you all know, the Kadoorie Foundation's offer of a HKD 500,000 grant is open until July 1st on the condition that we raise matching funds by then; if we don't, we lose it!

We are looking to partner with up to two more firms, in addition to our current partnership with Shearman & Sterling. These firms will contribute pro bono hours towards our casework as well as contribute funds to match the Kadoorie offer and help cover our core costs for the next year to start.

We still have a HKD225,000 funding gap to raise. We are in discussion with a number of other law firms and private foundations to raise the remaining amount, but needless to say the next few weeks are crucial for us. 

Until July 1st, our operations are continuing thanks to the generous donations from our Advocacy Circle members (http://hkrefugeeadvicecentre.googlepages.com/howyoucanhelp!), other private donors, and funds raised from the James Hathaway lunch talk in April, which was a great success. Thank you to those who attended! Please visit our website over the next few days for photos and more information about the Hathaway talk. 

6.  Access to Client Interviews - UNHCR Guidelines for Legal Representatives

We have been in discussion with UNHCR's Hong Kong office to finalize the draft Requirements and Procedures for Legal Representatives in UNHCR Hong Kong Refugee Status Determination (RSD) ("the Guidelines"). These Guidelines of course will be shared with you once we are able to do so. In brief, they allow for RAC's legal representatives to attend client appointments and interviews, which represents a major move forward in our access to UNHCR's RSD procedures. While the details of these Guidelines are being finalized, we are provisionally allowed access to interviews. Already we have seen the enormous benefit this is to our clients.  

7. Call for In-kind Donations

We are grateful to the law firm of Davis Polk & Wardwell for the donation of three greatly-needed computers. With our increasing casework and staffing, we are desperately in need of the following donations as well:

3 computer monitors

3 keyboards

fax machine

photocopier

roving labtops

filing cabinets

bookcases

anyone with IT skills to help us set up and maintain a network  

Please get in touch if you're able to assist with any of these!

8.  Summer Interns 

We are delighted to welcome two summer interns to the RAC. Mansura Khanam comes from from New York City's The New School's Master's program in International Relations.  Nick Vandenbrouck comes from Belgium where he trained ethnic minorities in community interpretation. Mansura will focus on file management, casework and fundraising, while Nick will coordinate the Marden Foundation-funded Training for Community Intepretation which will take place this fall. 

Mansura and Nick will be joined by up to 3 other law student summer interns from various law faculties in Hong Kong, whom we are currently recruiting. These interns will begin in mid-June. 

We also look forward to welcoming upper year International Baccalaureate students from West Island School over the coming year. They will be fulfilling their community service requirements by assisting RAC caseworkers with country research and other administrative tasks. 

All the best for the summer! We'll be in touch again soon.

Kind regards,

Raquel & Jennie
