Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre Newsletter February 2008

Dear Friends,

We hope this finds everyone well and set to enjoy a festive Lunar New Year! Below please see the latest from the Hong Kong Refugee Advice Centre and our colleagues around the world.

1. Office Space & Drop-In Assistance

In our last newsletter we wrote that we would be moving into the Kowloon Union Church for an interim period starting in January. We are delighted to report that our lease in the current space has been extended a further few months, and what's more we've expanded! The RAC now occupies the entire Room 2 of 2 Jordan Road. With furniture donated from Crossroads (many thanks to Marie Ange for your help!) we have a much improved space for meeting clients. Please drop by anytime!

As always, we could use volunteers' help with our drop-ins (now Wednesday and Thursday afternoons from 2-5) and with general administration. Please get in touch if you have time to help!

2. Casework

There are a number of pieces of good news on the casework front:

- Thanks to several dedicated caseworkers and interpreters, we submitted some complicated claims this month, two notably with the help of Shearman & Sterling's teams. 

- We learned last week that a Refugee Advice Centre client has been granted refugee status! She and her child are looking forward to being resettled, likely to Canada. Great news to start the new year. 

- We are also pleased to report a huge breakthrough: this week, for the first time, an RAC caseworker was invited by UNHCR to attend 2 client interviews. As you know we were granted access to interviews involving unaccompanied minors some time ago, but no interviews had yet been scheduled. These interviews where Amy McDonough attended involved adult claims. This is a huge breakthrough because the interviews, conducted behind glass, are where the presence of a legal advocate can really make the most impact.

- We are in the process of allocating a number of new cases for 3-week screenings. If you've indicated availabiliity, Raquel will be in touch with you directly about these.

3. Interpreters

We are currently seeking volunteer interpreters for the following languages:  Arabic (female interpreter), Somali, Amharic, Singhalese (female interpreter), and Bahasa. If you know anyone who could assist please let us know!

4.  Training

There will be a training of new caseworkers on Saturday, February 16th, at our office. We are limiting this training to volunteers who are lawyers. If any current caseworker would like to attend for a refresher you are more than welcome! Please let us know in advance so we can prepare enough materials. 

5.  Fundraising

Thanks to 2 private donations from lawyers who support the work of the RAC we have been able to extend our "seed" period to the end of April. Their generosity has real meaning: this 3-month extention has allowed us to allocate a new round of cases for full representation, because as you know our cases operate on 3-month cycles. This, in addition to our regular summary advice and information seesions, will have a profound impact on the lives of our clients!

The Kadoorie Foundation's offer to match the first HKD 500,000 we raise remains open till July, so we continue to work on that fundraising goal. We have many applications in process. 

As always, if anyone is interested in joining our Fundraising Committee we welcome volunteers to help screen our database of potential donors, draft funding proposals, and contribute to fundraising strategy. 

6. International Refugee Advocacy

Amnesty International recently published a paper on migration-related detention, which is an issue of real concern in Hong Kong. The paper can be found here:  http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/POL33/005/2007

Our colleagues in the Southern Refugee Legal Advocates Network will be participating in UNHCR Consultations with NGOs in June in Geneva. Attached is a proposed list of topics for discussion at that time, for your information.

7.  Jobs

Unfortunately, we have postponed our recruitment until our funding future is more secure. Christian Action's Chungking Mansions Service Centre, however, is recruiting a Manager. Please see details attached!

Finally, let us extend our warmest wishes for a healthy and happy Year of the Rat!

Jennie & Raquel

